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The contractor for the Holly Springs Parkway Widening Project opened the travel lanes on the 
western side of the roadway on July 31st.  Rabbit Hill Road reopened on September 14th.  
Construction continues in the area as overhead utilities are relocated to make way for the travel 
lanes and culvert extension on the eastern side of the roadway.

Chief Tim Prather of the Cherokee County Fire & Emergency Services announced on September 5th that the Insurance Services Office (ISO) 
review conducted in early 2018 resulted in a reduction in the Public Protection Class from 3/3Y to 2/2Y.  As a result, Cherokee County Fire 
now ranks in the top 4% of fire departments nationwide.  This is an outstanding accomplishment for our community!

The City of Holly Springs hosted the Atlanta-Region Transit Link Authority (ATL) District 1 Mayoral Caucus on August 22nd.  District 1 consists 
of Cherokee County, western Forsyth County and northwest Fulton County.  Mayors representing Ball Ground, Canton, Milton, Mountain 
Park, Sandy Springs, Waleska and Woodstock joined us for the election of a mayoral representative from District 1.  We nominated Mayor 
Donnie Henriques from the City of Woodstock to represent us on the ATL Board.  See https://atltransit.ga.gov for more information.

The Holly Springs Tree Commission is in the planning stages for the City’s first Arbor Day Event.  The Tree Commission ordered seedlings from 
the Georgia Forestry Commission and has scheduled the event for February 15, 2019 at the Depot.  The Tree Commission will be giving away 
free Oak, Crepe Myrtle and Dogwood trees at the event.

The City Council approved the 2018 Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 10-Year Plan Update on August 20th.  The Update, entitled Envision Holly 
Springs, was prepared by TSW and included a significant amount of input from our residents and business owners over the course of the last 
year.  The Update identifies future projects in downtown Holly Springs and indicates projects eligible for grant funding through the Atlanta 
Regional Commission (ARC).  You may access the report on the City’s website at www.hollyspringsga.us/LCI10YearUpdate.

The Georgia Department of Transportation has given approval for the City of Holly Springs to issue the notice to proceed on the LCI 
Phase II Project in downtown Holly Springs.  This project will include sidewalks, curb and gutter, drainage improvements and intersection 
improvements at Holly Springs Parkway and Pine Crest Road.  The project extends from L.R. Tippens Education Center to Pine Crest Road 
along Holly Springs Parkway.

On October 20th, the City of Holly Springs and WellStar Health System will be hosting a reception and dedication ceremony at J.B. Owens 
Park on Hickory Road for a tree and plantings in memory of Michael D’Amico between the playground and walking track.  WellStar Health 
System is sponsoring this event in memory of Michael D’Amico who passed away in 2013.

  WE ARE HERE TO SERVE. 
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Ward 1
Dave Konwick
Kyle Whitaker (Incumbent)

 The purpose of the Special Election being held is in accordance with the recent enactment of Senate Bill 17.

“Shall the governing authority of the City of Holly Springs be authorized to permit and regulate 
Sunday sales of distilled spirits or alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes by the drink from 
11:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.?” (  )  YES    (  )  NO 

CITY EARNS MAIN STREET ACCREDITATION FOR 2018 

The City of Holly Springs’ Main Street program has again been designated as an 
accredited Main Street America™ program for meeting rigorous performance 
standards set by the National Main Street Center during 2017. Each year, the 
National Main Street Center and its Coordinating Program partners announce the 
list of accredited Main Street America programs in recognition of their exemplary commitment to preservation-
based economic development and community revitalization through the Main Street Approach®.

During 2017, the City continued to make improvements to infrastructure in anticipation of the redevelopment 
of the Town Center area. Sidewalk and streetscape improvements funded by the Livable Centers Initiative and 
Community Development Block Grants were completed to improve pedestrian connectivity. Building rehabs 
gave small businesses a bump, the City welcomed over 11,000 guests to its community events, and in the Main 
Street District alone, 20 new jobs were created.

On August 20th, the City 
Council approved the 
proposed 2018 millage 
rate at 4.730 mills.  The 
millage rate adopted by 
City Council represents a 
reduction in the millage 
rate from the prior year.  
The Cherokee County 
Board of Commissioners 
adopted the fire district 
millage rate on July 24th 
at 3.269 mills.  The fire 
district millage rate 
adopted by the County 
also represents a 
reduction from the prior 
year. 

The Town Center Project continues to move forward, and the Main Street Board could not be more excited with 
its  progress. City Council approved the Town Center Road Network Concept Plan in April.  The plan calls for the 
construction of a roundabout east of Holly Springs Fire Station #8 on Hickory Road and the construction of the 
Palm Street Extension just north of Walnut Street to the roundabout on Hickory Road.  The concept plan also 
calls for the removal of the stop sign at the intersection of Palm Street and Hickory Road and the conversion of 
the northern terminus of Palm Street to a right-in/right-out intersection.  The engineering plans for the 
roadway improvements are scheduled for completion in early October.

Ward 2
Dee Phillips (Incumbent)

Ward 4
Karen J. Barnett (Incumbent) 
Kevin W. Moore

ELECTION 2018

The City of Holly Springs, Georgia, will be holding a Municipal Special Election in conjunction with the Municipal General 
Election along with Cherokee County, Georgia’s General Election to be held on November 6, 2018. The purpose of General 
Election is to fill the following seats: Council Ward 1, Council Ward 2 and Council Ward 4. All wards are city-at-large positions 
with geographic residency requirements. Below is a list of candidates:

MILLAGE RATE 
UPDATE
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City Hall | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

City Manager....................................................Rob Logan

City Clerk..........................................................Karen Norred

Accountant......................................................Denise Lamazares

Information Technology Technician.................Ron Carter

Accounting Specialist.......................................Becky Bruce

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538

Court Clerk.......................................................Whitney Dickens

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537

Police Chief......................................................Mike Carswell

Deputy Chief....................................................Tommy Keneley 

Code Enforcement Officer...............................Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533

Community Development Director..................Nancy Moon

Chief Building Official.......................................Gary Caviness

Main Street Director........................................Erin Honea
Stormwater Coordinator..................................Josh Rogers

Community Development Technician..............Sabrina Resendiz

Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

Public Works Manager......................................Dennis Randall

Visit us online at 
www.hollyspringsga.us  

for updates, calendar of special events  
and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 15th
November 19th
December 17th

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 11th
November 8th
December 13th

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 17th
November 14th
December 19th

MAIN STREET BOARD  
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 23rd
November 27th
December 18th

TREE COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 9th
November 13th
December 11th

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the
first Monday of each month.

City of Holly Springs Receives 

Distinguished Budget 
             Presentation Award
The City of Holly Springs is proud to announce that it has received the 
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award for its 2018 budget.  City Manager/Finance Director 
Robert H. Logan was presented with the award, along with a Certificate 
of Recognition for Budget Presentation. 

From GFOA, “The award represents a significant achievement by the entity.  
It reflects the commitment of the governing body and staff to meeting the 
highest principles of governmental budgeting.  In order to receive the budget 
award, the entity had to satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for effective 
budget presentation.  These guidelines are designed to assess how well an 
entity’s budget serves as a policy document, a financial plan, an operations 
guide, and a communications device.”  The City of Holly Springs’ 2018 budget 
received a rating of “proficient” in all four of the listed categories, and in the 
fourteen mandatory criteria within those categories.

The City also received this award for its 2010-2017 budgets. 



4

APRIL
Approved a consent agenda which included March 5, 2018 Meeting Minutes; March 19, 2018 Meeting Minutes; CUP-02-2018, amendment to the stipulations for the Conditional Use Permit, CUP-01-2018, for a self-storage 
establishment, located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 010A, 059, 080 of tax plat 15N15; The Georgia Power Lighting Services Agreement between Georgia Power Company and the City of Holly 
Springs for Government Pedestrian Lighting for service address 901 Sixes Road, Holly Springs, GA; Resolution to recognize April 22-28, 2018 as Georgia Cities Week in the City of Holly Springs, GA; Proclamation to declare May 
3, 2018 as a Day of Prayer in the City of Holly Springs, GA; Proclamation to observe the month of May as National Historic Preservation Month in the City of Holly Springs, GA; Quote from Asphalt Restoration Company, LLC, in 
an amount not to exceed $13,055.

Denied the annual subscription and Accela Legislative Management Order between Accela, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs of Holly Springs, GA to provide Legislative Management, Agenda and Minutes, in an amount not to 
exceed $6,732.  

Approved the renewal of the Property and Casualty Insurance Coverage with Georgia Interlocal Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) and authorize the Mayor to execute the renewal documents, in an amount not to exceed 
$75,656. 

Approved the renewal of the Cyber Liability Coverage with BCS Insurance and authorize the Mayor to execute the renewal documents, in an amount not to exceed $2,413.  

Approved the renewal of the Public Safety Catastrophic Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D) Coverage with Zurich North America and authorize the Mayor to execute the renewal documents, in an amount not to exceed 
$1,213.  

Approved the Compensation Agreement between the City of Holly Springs and Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services, Inc. and authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement, in an amount not to exceed $10,000.  

Approved the fee proposal for logical termini memo, funding memo, miscellaneous services for the Holly Springs Industrial Connector project PI 0015030, Cherokee County from AECOM, in an amount not to exceed $9,101.  

Approved the Holly Springs Town Center road network conceptual plan.  

MAY
Denied the renewal of Cyber Liability Coverage with BCS Insurance Company in an amount not to exceed $3,484.

Approved the Professional Services Agreement Addendum No. 3 with Southeastern Engineering, Inc. (SEI) Project Number 1076-17-210, Holly Springs Town Center Project for Scope of Services. 

Approved the proposal from Tunnel-Spangler & Associates, Inc., d/b/a TSW to furnish landscape services to the City of Holly Springs for the “Holly Springs Town Center”, in an amount not to exceed $17,900.  

Approved the Amended and Restated Right of Entry Agreement by and between Home Depot U.S.A. Inc., a Delaware corporation, City of Holly Springs, Georgia and Baldwin Paving Company, Inc., a Georgia corporation.  

Approved the quote from Zetta for a revised renewal of additional storage of Arcserve UDP Cloud Direct Cloud Services, in an amount not to exceed $27,456.  

Approved a resolution to declare certain property as surplus and authorizing its sale or disposal.

Approved conducting a public hearing on May 21, 2018, for AP-01-2018, an appeal from the Planning and Zoning Commission decision for the variance application V-03-2018, request for a variance from the requirements of the 
City of Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance for property located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 059 and 080 of tax plat 15N15.  

Approved a consent agenda which included April 9, 2018 Meeting Minutes; April 16, 2018 Meeting Minutes; Resolution calling for a General Municipal Election to be held on November 6, 2018.

Approved MA-03-2018, request for rezoning of 36.30+/- acres located off of Stringer Road, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 014 of tax plat 15N26 from AG, Agricultural to PDR, Planned Development Residential with staff 
stipulations, and with changes to stipulation #6: amend the number of lots to a maximum of 137, stipulation #7: amended to add, staff may grant a variance of lot lines on up to 10% of the lots within the development.

Approved MA-02-2018, request for rezoning of 23.64+/- acres located off of Highway 140, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 038 of tax plat 15N26 from AG, Agricultural to PDR, Planned Development Residential with staff stipulations.  

Approved the letter of recommendation to the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) LCI Phase II for the Holly Springs Parkway Pedestrian Facilities GCOT Project #CH-226, P.I. #0012600, RFB 2018-01, and authorizing 
the Mayor to execute the letter.  

Approved AP-01-2018, an appeal from the Planning and Zoning Commission decision for the variance application V-03-2018, request for a variance from the requirements of the City of Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance for 
property located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 059 and 080 of tax plat 15N15, with the addition of, to adhere to the conditions set forth in the letter provided to City Council by the applicant from Dean 
Corbett on May 21, 2018, to install a minimum 8ft high opaque privacy fence along the shared northern boundary. 

Approved the quote from Stephen Postell Tree Service to remove four (4) trees on lot 136 Palm Street and to clear right-of-way on Palm Street from Hickory Road to the city limits in an amount not to exceed $7,500.  

JUNE
Approved the Professional Services Agreement Addendum No. 4 between the City of Holly Springs and Southeastern Engineering, Inc. (SEI) Project Number 1076-17-210, Holly Springs Town Center Project for Scope for 
Services.  

Approved the Professional Services Agreement between the City of Holly Springs and Genesis Environmental, Inc. GEI Proposal 10697.  

Approved a consent agenda which included May 7, 2018 Meeting Minutes; May 21, 2018 Meeting Minutes; ORD-03-2018, text amendment to the Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance, Article 5, District Uses and Regulations, Section 
5.2-9B Light Industrial, LI, Permitted Uses, specifically, for the addition of Manufacturing of Malt Beverages, Wine, or Distilled Spirits; Quote from Asphalt Restoration Company, LLC to repair asphalt using infrared heat at 133, 
199, 1020, 1104, 1500, 1514, 1520, and 1690 Palm Street, Palm Street at Palm Lake, and for traffic control services in an amount not to exceed $15,324.20; Quote from Stealth Video to expand the security coverage of the 
Public Safety and City Hall buildings, provide a new security system at the Depot Community Center, and to provide additional storage to retain video a minimum of 180 days required by the State of Georgia, in an amount not to 
exceed $28,890.

Approved A-02-2018, request to annex 2.16 +/- acres located on Old Hwy 5, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 082 of tax plat 15N16.  

Approved MA-05-2018, request to rezone 2.16 +/- acres located on Old Hwy 5, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 082 of tax plat 15N16 from LI, Light Industrial (County) to NC, Neighborhood Commercial with staff stipulations.  

Approved the acquisition of 6,173.85 square feet of right-of-way and 3,206.37 square feet of temporary construction easement from Moore’s Rabbit Hill, LLC (15N15 058) in the amount of $28,317 for the Holly Springs Parkway 
Widening Project.  

Approved the acquisition of 5,339.82 square feet of right-of-way and 6,350.65 square feet of temporary construction easement from MD Cherokee Property, LLC (15N15 079) in the amount of $25,000 for the Holly Springs 
Parkway Widening Project. 

Approved the release of the performance and maintenance bonds for Phase 1-L (A,B, and C) of Harmony on the Lakes Subdivision, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(A) Performance Bond Number 268002818 for $29,977, The 
Meadows-Phase 1-L(A) Maintenance Bond Number 268002819 for 22,118, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(A) Maintenance Bond Number 929549375 for $70,532.50, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(B) Performance Bond Number 1085291 
for $30,525, The Meadows 1-L(B) Maintenance Bond Number 1085294 for $17,263, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(C) Performance Bond Number 0166394 for $27,743.25, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(C) Maintenance Bond Number 
0166394 for $22,290.25. 

Approved the resolution for the City of Holly Springs, Georgia to accept and authorize Harmony on the Lakes Subdivision Phase 1-L (A, B, and C) streets, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(A) Bayberry Court and Lorimore Pass, The 
Meadows-Phase 1-L(B) Lorimore Pass, Ridgewood Trail and Springwall Circle, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(C) Lorimore Pass, to become publicly maintained streets.  

Approved the proposal from Barkly Protects, Inc. for Internet Based End-Point Security Subscription Service for a three (3) year term, in an amount not to exceed $4,927.50.  
Tabled MA-04-2018, request for rezoning of 2.46+/- acres located on Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 068A of tax plat 15N15, from GC, General Commercial to GC, General Commercial with MXD, Mixed Use 
Overlay with staff stipulations. 
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COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY   Stormwater Program Update
Water pollution degrades surface waters making them unsafe for 
drinking, fishing, swimming, and other activities. As authorized by 
the Clean Water Act, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit program controls water pollution by 
regulating point sources that discharge pollutants into waters of 
the United States. Point sources are discrete conveyances such 
as pipes or man-made ditches. Individual homes that are connected to a municipal system, use a septic system, or do not 
have a surface discharge do not need an NPDES permit; however, industrial, municipal, and other facilities must obtain permits 
if their discharges go directly to surface waters. Since its introduction in 1972, the NPDES permit program is responsible for 
significant improvements to our Nation’s water quality.

Polluted stormwater runoff is commonly transported through Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s), from which it is 
often discharged untreated into local waterbodies. An MS4 is a conveyance or system of conveyances that is 1) owned by a state, 
city, town, village, or other public entity that discharges to waters of the U.S.; 2) designed or used to collect or convey stormwater 
(including storm drains, pipes, ditches, etc.); 3) not a combined sewer; and 4) not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works 
(sewage treatment plant). To prevent harmful pollutants from being washed or dumped into an MS4, operators must obtain a 
NPDES permit and develop a stormwater management program designed to reduce the contamination of stormwater runoff 
and prohibit illicit discharges. The City of Holly Springs, in compliance with its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit, completed a number of tasks during 2012 relevant to the permit and with the Stormwater Utility program.

Always seeking opportunities to further education and awareness of water quality, the City maintains an array of informational 
brochures targeting issues to reduce pollutants and improve the quality of water.  These brochures are made available at City Hall 
and at community events.  In addition, the City has participated with the Upper Etowah River Alliance in educational programs at 
local elementary, middle and high schools as well as at outdoor summer camps.  The City stormwater department also sponsors a 
booth at the City’s annual Autumn Fest where brochures and other informational sheets are made available for attendees to pick 
up.  Staff members are available for questions and kids’ activities relating to water quality and conservation take place as well.

The City also promotes public participation with two annual cleanup events, the Great American Cleanup and Rivers Alive.  Last 
year’s Rivers Alive event, a joint effort with Upper Etowah River Alliance, Cherokee County Water and Sewer, and the City of 
Woodstock, took place on October 14, 2017. The event had a total of 110 volunteers and removed 1.28 tons of litter from Little 
River. The 2018 Rivers Alive cleanup will be held on October 13th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Olde Rope Mill Park.  In 2018 
our Great American Cleanup had six volunteers and removed 950 pounds of trash and 150 pounds of recycling from Ash Street. 
Participation in these events qualifies residents for a reduction in the City’s stormwater fee.

Inspections for illicit discharges and general maintenance are an ongoing process.  Staff routinely checks for maintenance issues 
and respond to complaints for repairs and maintenance.  The issues identified ranged from clean out of leaves and other debris to 
repair of broken structures.  The City is preparing to upgrade and repair several structures to help alleviate water volume issues 
and improve old infrastructure. These upgrades will include replacing and repairing multiple catch basins, improving existing 
structures to reduce the reduce water velocity, and adding drainage structures to ensure public safety.

The City actively inspects all current construction activity for compliance with the soil, erosion, and sedimentation laws.  In 
addition, the staff receives training on an annual basis for not only inspecting construction sites, but also in maintaining its own 
properties to prevent any unnecessary discharges that would degrade water quality.  Staff conducts an annual assessment of 
its buildings and grounds and identifies areas for improvement. For more information about the City Stormwater Department, 
please visit the city website at www.hollyspringsga.us.

THE IMPACT OF ILLICIT DISCHARGES
Pollutants that enter our local waterways through the storm drain system affects water quality, makes swimming potentially 
unsafe, and destroys fish habitats. These pollutants can also be absorbed by fish, possibly making their consumption harmful.
Dumping anything, accidentally or purposely, into a gutter, ditch, or storm drain is illegal and violators can be issued civil 
penalties. These illegal actions are known as “illicit discharges.”

NEVER
X Dump grass clippings into a storm drain or nearby stream
X Wash your car on an impervious surface, such as your driveway
X Pour oil, gas or any other chemical in to a storm drain

ALWAYS
4 Use your grass clippings for fertilizer on your lawn, compost the clippings or dispose of them properly.
4 Wash your car on the grass or take it to a commercial car wash
4 Dispose of your oil properly at a waste collection facility or have your oil changed professionally.
4 Maintain your septic system, failing septic systems are considered illicit discharge
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This issue’s guest column is brought to you by Holly 
Springs resident and business owner, Dr. Jeff 
Getbehead. Dr. Jeff can be reached for comment at 
Canton Chiropractic and Massage, located at the 
south entrance of Harmony on the Lakes, 400 Argonne 
Terrace.

DON’T STRESS ME OUT!!

Dear Neighbors,

This is a column that I contribute to address common 
health topics of all sorts. My intent is to write in a casual 
Q&A format so that children and adults alike can read and 
understand very important health topics. I have spent the 
last 15 years studying the most effective natural treatments 
for health problems and have spent the last decade in clinical 
practice applying these treatments with great success. I wish 
to pass some of the best kept secrets onto you…

Question: “How can I reduce stress in my life?”

Answer: Throughout time and circumstances, this is one of 
the most common questions I get asked in practice. Obviously 
if being “stressed out” were an easy thing to fix, it would not 
be such a big problem in our society. The reason it’s such a 
hard problem to treat is because the causes for stress are so 
different from person to person. 

Stress is the feeling we get when certain chemicals and 
hormones are released in our bodies. Although stress can be 
good, when we talk about stress, it’s mostly the bad kind. The 
most well-known stress hormone is cortisol. Certain levels of 
cortisol in our bodies are necessary and are very helpful, but 
when we have too much of it, or it lasts longer than it should, 
it causes health problems. There are three main ways we get 
too much cortisol in our bodies:

1. Emotional stress-Our thoughts can actually produce
cortisol in our bodies. When someone gives you bad news, or 
you worry about something excessively, or you carry negative 
emotions, cortisol increases in your body. 

2. Physical stress-When
our bodies are in pain for 
whatever reason, or we sustain 
an injury or have a surgery, or we 
do something that really pushes our bodies to their limits, 
cortisol is released.

3. Toxins-This is a hard one to understand, because food can
fall into this category. If we eat food that is unhealthy or filled 
with bad ingredients, our bodies respond with inflammation, 
which increases levels of cortisol. Also, if we expose ourselves 
to air pollution or chemical toxins, we produce increased 
levels of cortisol.

Since there are many causes for stress, there are many things 
you can do to help reduce stress, although too many to list 
here. But let’s discuss some of the most common:

MEDITATE-this doesn’t have to be the classic thought of 
sitting legs-crossed on a mountainside floating above a patch 
of grass. Start by taking 15 minutes out of each day, going 
somewhere quiet, and just be alone without distractions. 
You’ll be amazed what can happen.

MOVE-we are meant to move, from head to toe. When body 
parts get “stuck,” it leads to loss of range of motion and 
then pain. Seek out help from a gym buddy, a chiropractor, 
a massage therapist, or anyone who can help get your body 
moving. Studies have shown that exercise is just as, and 
probably more effective than, medication for treating stress 
and anxiety.

GO GREEN-(Or red or orange or purple.) Fruits and vegetables 
have nutrients that fight the effects of stress in our bodies. 
So, if eliminating unhealthy foods isn’t on your to-do list for 
today, add colorful fruits and veggies that will help balance 
out the bad stuff with the good.

There are many other ways to reduce stress, but a complete 
history and evaluation should be done to create an effective 
plan for each individual person. Hopefully this provided a 
good start, and as always...Become a Priority In Your Life!!

Dr. Jeff 

GUEST Column

Ribbon Cutting

Congratulations to Bethesda Community Clinic for 
their ribbon cutting ceremony on the opening of a 
children’s exam room. Their office is located at 111 
Mountain Brook Drive, Suite 100 in Holly Springs! For 
more information, give them a call at 678-880-9654! 
www.bethesdacommunityclinic-cherokee.com
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District-wide Winner: $500 Cash | County Winners: $100 Cash

Deadline: Friday, October 26, 2018

Sixth, seventh and eighth graders in Bartow, Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, Coweta, DeKalb, Douglas, 
Fayette, Forsyth, Fulton, Gwinnett, Hall, Henry, Paulding and Rockdale counties are invited to participate in 

the Metro Water District’s annual essay contest.

Essay Topic
Students should write a 300-500 word essay that 
addresses the following: 

What is stormwater pollution? What impact does it 
have on the health of our rivers, lakes, and streams, 
and what can you do to prevent it?

Guidelines
Essays must be typed. If there are special 
circumstances requiring a hand written essay, 
please contact education@northgeorgiawater.org.

Each essay must be submitted with an entry form. 

All essays must be received no later than 
Friday, October 26, 2018.

We prefer that you submit online at  
www.northgeorgiawater.com/essay

or

Mail:  2018 Water Essay Contest
Metro Water District
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30303

Prizes
One winner from each of the 15 counties as well as the 
City of Atlanta will receive $100. The District-wide winner 
will be selected from among the county and city 
winners to receive an additional $400 for a total  
prize of $500.

Judging
Entries will be judged on their creativity, clarity and 
content. Essays without complete name and contact 
information will be disqualified. Judging committee will 
be comprised of staff from Metro Water District, utility 
parnters and Georgia Project WET.

Awards Reception
County and City of Atlanta winners will be notified 
December 3rd. An awards reception will be held in the 
South Wing of the Georgia Capitol on Wednesday, 
December 12th from 10 am -12 pm. District-wide winner 
and runner-up will be announced at the awards reception.

For more information
Go to cleanwatercampaign.org and NorthGeorgiaWater.
org for more information about stormwater pollution 
prevention in metro Atlanta information and resources.  

Teachers: We strongly encourage (but do not require) you 
to do the Watershed in Your Hand activity from Georgia 
Project WET’s Urban Watershed with your students to 
set a good baseline knowledge for this essay. 

For more information on Georgia Project 
WET visit projectwet.georiga.gov.

For more information concerning 
the essay contest, please email  
education@northgeorgiawater.org.

2018 
Middle School 

Water Essay Contest 
Sponsored by the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District

northgeorgiawater.org

2018 
Middle School 

Water Essay Contest 
Sponsored by the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District

Entry Form
Deadline: Friday, October 26, 2018

Please complete the form below and submit with your essay. Type or print clearly.

Student’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian email or phone number _________________________________________________________________

Title of Essay: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Essay Word Count: ___________________________________________________________________________________

School’s Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

School Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

School County and Zip Code: ___________________________________________________________________________

School’s Telephone: __________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s Email ______________________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Grade Level: _________________________________________________________________________________________

We prefer that you submit your essay online at: northgeorgiawater.org/essay

Or mail to: 2018 Water Essay Contest 
Metro Water District 
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
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Deadline: Friday, October 26, 2018

Sixth, seventh and eighth graders in Bartow, Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, Coweta, DeKalb, Douglas, 
Fayette, Forsyth, Fulton, Gwinnett, Hall, Henry, Paulding and Rockdale counties are invited to participate in 

the Metro Water District’s annual essay contest.

Essay Topic
Students should write a 300-500 word essay that 
addresses the following: 

What is stormwater pollution? What impact does it 
have on the health of our rivers, lakes, and streams, 
and what can you do to prevent it?

Guidelines
Essays must be typed. If there are special 
circumstances requiring a hand written essay, 
please contact education@northgeorgiawater.org.

Each essay must be submitted with an entry form. 

All essays must be received no later than 
Friday, October 26, 2018.

We prefer that you submit online at  
www.northgeorgiawater.com/essay

or

Mail:  2018 Water Essay Contest
Metro Water District
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30303

Prizes
One winner from each of the 15 counties as well as the 
City of Atlanta will receive $100. The District-wide winner 
will be selected from among the county and city 
winners to receive an additional $400 for a total  
prize of $500.

Judging
Entries will be judged on their creativity, clarity and 
content. Essays without complete name and contact 
information will be disqualified. Judging committee will 
be comprised of staff from Metro Water District, utility 
parnters and Georgia Project WET.

Awards Reception
County and City of Atlanta winners will be notified 
December 3rd. An awards reception will be held in the 
South Wing of the Georgia Capitol on Wednesday, 
December 12th from 10 am -12 pm. District-wide winner 
and runner-up will be announced at the awards reception.

For more information
Go to cleanwatercampaign.org and NorthGeorgiaWater.
org for more information about stormwater pollution 
prevention in metro Atlanta information and resources.  

Teachers: We strongly encourage (but do not require) you 
to do the Watershed in Your Hand activity from Georgia 
Project WET’s Urban Watershed with your students to 
set a good baseline knowledge for this essay. 

For more information on Georgia Project 
WET visit projectwet.georiga.gov.

For more information concerning 
the essay contest, please email  
education@northgeorgiawater.org.

2018 
Middle School 

Water Essay Contest 
Sponsored by the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District

northgeorgiawater.org

2018 
Middle School 

Water Essay Contest 
Sponsored by the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District

Entry Form
Deadline: Friday, October 26, 2018

Please complete the form below and submit with your essay. Type or print clearly.

Student’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian email or phone number _________________________________________________________________

Title of Essay: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Essay Word Count: ___________________________________________________________________________________

School’s Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

School Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

School County and Zip Code: ___________________________________________________________________________

School’s Telephone: __________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s Email ______________________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Grade Level: _________________________________________________________________________________________

We prefer that you submit your essay online at: northgeorgiawater.org/essay

Or mail to: 2018 Water Essay Contest 
Metro Water District 
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
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This issue’s guest column is brought to you by Holly 
Springs resident and business owner, Dr. Jeff 
Getbehead. Dr. Jeff can be reached for comment at 
Canton Chiropractic and Massage, located at the 
south entrance of Harmony on the Lakes, 400 Argonne 
Terrace.

DON’T STRESS ME OUT!!

Dear Neighbors,

This is a column that I contribute to address common 
health topics of all sorts. My intent is to write in a casual 
Q&A format so that children and adults alike can read and 
understand very important health topics. I have spent the 
last 15 years studying the most effective natural treatments 
for health problems and have spent the last decade in clinical 
practice applying these treatments with great success. I wish 
to pass some of the best kept secrets onto you…

Question: “How can I reduce stress in my life?”

Answer: Throughout time and circumstances, this is one of 
the most common questions I get asked in practice. Obviously 
if being “stressed out” were an easy thing to fix, it would not 
be such a big problem in our society. The reason it’s such a 
hard problem to treat is because the causes for stress are so 
different from person to person. 

Stress is the feeling we get when certain chemicals and 
hormones are released in our bodies. Although stress can be 
good, when we talk about stress, it’s mostly the bad kind. The 
most well-known stress hormone is cortisol. Certain levels of 
cortisol in our bodies are necessary and are very helpful, but 
when we have too much of it, or it lasts longer than it should, 
it causes health problems. There are three main ways we get 
too much cortisol in our bodies:

1. Emotional stress-Our thoughts can actually produce
cortisol in our bodies. When someone gives you bad news, or 
you worry about something excessively, or you carry negative 
emotions, cortisol increases in your body. 

2. Physical stress-When
our bodies are in pain for 
whatever reason, or we sustain 
an injury or have a surgery, or we 
do something that really pushes our bodies to their limits, 
cortisol is released.

3. Toxins-This is a hard one to understand, because food can
fall into this category. If we eat food that is unhealthy or filled 
with bad ingredients, our bodies respond with inflammation, 
which increases levels of cortisol. Also, if we expose ourselves 
to air pollution or chemical toxins, we produce increased 
levels of cortisol.

Since there are many causes for stress, there are many things 
you can do to help reduce stress, although too many to list 
here. But let’s discuss some of the most common:

MEDITATE-this doesn’t have to be the classic thought of 
sitting legs-crossed on a mountainside floating above a patch 
of grass. Start by taking 15 minutes out of each day, going 
somewhere quiet, and just be alone without distractions. 
You’ll be amazed what can happen.

MOVE-we are meant to move, from head to toe. When body 
parts get “stuck,” it leads to loss of range of motion and 
then pain. Seek out help from a gym buddy, a chiropractor, 
a massage therapist, or anyone who can help get your body 
moving. Studies have shown that exercise is just as, and 
probably more effective than, medication for treating stress 
and anxiety.

GO GREEN-(Or red or orange or purple.) Fruits and vegetables 
have nutrients that fight the effects of stress in our bodies. 
So, if eliminating unhealthy foods isn’t on your to-do list for 
today, add colorful fruits and veggies that will help balance 
out the bad stuff with the good.

There are many other ways to reduce stress, but a complete 
history and evaluation should be done to create an effective 
plan for each individual person. Hopefully this provided a 
good start, and as always...Become a Priority In Your Life!!

Dr. Jeff 

GUEST Column

Ribbon Cutting

Congratulations to Bethesda Community Clinic for 
their ribbon cutting ceremony on the opening of a 
children’s exam room. Their office is located at 111 
Mountain Brook Drive, Suite 100 in Holly Springs! For 
more information, give them a call at 678-880-9654! 
www.bethesdacommunityclinic-cherokee.com
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APRIL
Approved a consent agenda which included March 5, 2018 Meeting Minutes; March 19, 2018 Meeting Minutes; CUP-02-2018, amendment to the stipulations for the Conditional Use Permit, CUP-01-2018, for a self-storage 
establishment, located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 010A, 059, 080 of tax plat 15N15; The Georgia Power Lighting Services Agreement between Georgia Power Company and the City of Holly 
Springs for Government Pedestrian Lighting for service address 901 Sixes Road, Holly Springs, GA; Resolution to recognize April 22-28, 2018 as Georgia Cities Week in the City of Holly Springs, GA; Proclamation to declare May 
3, 2018 as a Day of Prayer in the City of Holly Springs, GA; Proclamation to observe the month of May as National Historic Preservation Month in the City of Holly Springs, GA; Quote from Asphalt Restoration Company, LLC, in 
an amount not to exceed $13,055.

Denied the annual subscription and Accela Legislative Management Order between Accela, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs of Holly Springs, GA to provide Legislative Management, Agenda and Minutes, in an amount not to 
exceed $6,732.  

Approved the renewal of the Property and Casualty Insurance Coverage with Georgia Interlocal Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) and authorize the Mayor to execute the renewal documents, in an amount not to exceed 
$75,656. 

Approved the renewal of the Cyber Liability Coverage with BCS Insurance and authorize the Mayor to execute the renewal documents, in an amount not to exceed $2,413.  

Approved the renewal of the Public Safety Catastrophic Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D) Coverage with Zurich North America and authorize the Mayor to execute the renewal documents, in an amount not to exceed 
$1,213.  

Approved the Compensation Agreement between the City of Holly Springs and Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services, Inc. and authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement, in an amount not to exceed $10,000.  

Approved the fee proposal for logical termini memo, funding memo, miscellaneous services for the Holly Springs Industrial Connector project PI 0015030, Cherokee County from AECOM, in an amount not to exceed $9,101.  

Approved the Holly Springs Town Center road network conceptual plan.  

MAY
Denied the renewal of Cyber Liability Coverage with BCS Insurance Company in an amount not to exceed $3,484.

Approved the Professional Services Agreement Addendum No. 3 with Southeastern Engineering, Inc. (SEI) Project Number 1076-17-210, Holly Springs Town Center Project for Scope of Services. 

Approved the proposal from Tunnel-Spangler & Associates, Inc., d/b/a TSW to furnish landscape services to the City of Holly Springs for the “Holly Springs Town Center”, in an amount not to exceed $17,900.  

Approved the Amended and Restated Right of Entry Agreement by and between Home Depot U.S.A. Inc., a Delaware corporation, City of Holly Springs, Georgia and Baldwin Paving Company, Inc., a Georgia corporation.  

Approved the quote from Zetta for a revised renewal of additional storage of Arcserve UDP Cloud Direct Cloud Services, in an amount not to exceed $27,456.  

Approved a resolution to declare certain property as surplus and authorizing its sale or disposal.

Approved conducting a public hearing on May 21, 2018, for AP-01-2018, an appeal from the Planning and Zoning Commission decision for the variance application V-03-2018, request for a variance from the requirements of the 
City of Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance for property located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 059 and 080 of tax plat 15N15.  

Approved a consent agenda which included April 9, 2018 Meeting Minutes; April 16, 2018 Meeting Minutes; Resolution calling for a General Municipal Election to be held on November 6, 2018.

Approved MA-03-2018, request for rezoning of 36.30+/- acres located off of Stringer Road, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 014 of tax plat 15N26 from AG, Agricultural to PDR, Planned Development Residential with staff 
stipulations, and with changes to stipulation #6: amend the number of lots to a maximum of 137, stipulation #7: amended to add, staff may grant a variance of lot lines on up to 10% of the lots within the development.

Approved MA-02-2018, request for rezoning of 23.64+/- acres located off of Highway 140, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 038 of tax plat 15N26 from AG, Agricultural to PDR, Planned Development Residential with staff stipulations.  

Approved the letter of recommendation to the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) LCI Phase II for the Holly Springs Parkway Pedestrian Facilities GCOT Project #CH-226, P.I. #0012600, RFB 2018-01, and authorizing 
the Mayor to execute the letter.  

Approved AP-01-2018, an appeal from the Planning and Zoning Commission decision for the variance application V-03-2018, request for a variance from the requirements of the City of Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance for 
property located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 059 and 080 of tax plat 15N15, with the addition of, to adhere to the conditions set forth in the letter provided to City Council by the applicant from Dean 
Corbett on May 21, 2018, to install a minimum 8ft high opaque privacy fence along the shared northern boundary. 

Approved the quote from Stephen Postell Tree Service to remove four (4) trees on lot 136 Palm Street and to clear right-of-way on Palm Street from Hickory Road to the city limits in an amount not to exceed $7,500.  

JUNE
Approved the Professional Services Agreement Addendum No. 4 between the City of Holly Springs and Southeastern Engineering, Inc. (SEI) Project Number 1076-17-210, Holly Springs Town Center Project for Scope for 
Services.  

Approved the Professional Services Agreement between the City of Holly Springs and Genesis Environmental, Inc. GEI Proposal 10697.  

Approved a consent agenda which included May 7, 2018 Meeting Minutes; May 21, 2018 Meeting Minutes; ORD-03-2018, text amendment to the Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance, Article 5, District Uses and Regulations, Section 
5.2-9B Light Industrial, LI, Permitted Uses, specifically, for the addition of Manufacturing of Malt Beverages, Wine, or Distilled Spirits; Quote from Asphalt Restoration Company, LLC to repair asphalt using infrared heat at 133, 
199, 1020, 1104, 1500, 1514, 1520, and 1690 Palm Street, Palm Street at Palm Lake, and for traffic control services in an amount not to exceed $15,324.20; Quote from Stealth Video to expand the security coverage of the 
Public Safety and City Hall buildings, provide a new security system at the Depot Community Center, and to provide additional storage to retain video a minimum of 180 days required by the State of Georgia, in an amount not to 
exceed $28,890.

Approved A-02-2018, request to annex 2.16 +/- acres located on Old Hwy 5, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 082 of tax plat 15N16.  

Approved MA-05-2018, request to rezone 2.16 +/- acres located on Old Hwy 5, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 082 of tax plat 15N16 from LI, Light Industrial (County) to NC, Neighborhood Commercial with staff stipulations.  

Approved the acquisition of 6,173.85 square feet of right-of-way and 3,206.37 square feet of temporary construction easement from Moore’s Rabbit Hill, LLC (15N15 058) in the amount of $28,317 for the Holly Springs Parkway 
Widening Project.  

Approved the acquisition of 5,339.82 square feet of right-of-way and 6,350.65 square feet of temporary construction easement from MD Cherokee Property, LLC (15N15 079) in the amount of $25,000 for the Holly Springs 
Parkway Widening Project. 

Approved the release of the performance and maintenance bonds for Phase 1-L (A,B, and C) of Harmony on the Lakes Subdivision, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(A) Performance Bond Number 268002818 for $29,977, The 
Meadows-Phase 1-L(A) Maintenance Bond Number 268002819 for 22,118, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(A) Maintenance Bond Number 929549375 for $70,532.50, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(B) Performance Bond Number 1085291 
for $30,525, The Meadows 1-L(B) Maintenance Bond Number 1085294 for $17,263, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(C) Performance Bond Number 0166394 for $27,743.25, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(C) Maintenance Bond Number 
0166394 for $22,290.25. 

Approved the resolution for the City of Holly Springs, Georgia to accept and authorize Harmony on the Lakes Subdivision Phase 1-L (A, B, and C) streets, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(A) Bayberry Court and Lorimore Pass, The 
Meadows-Phase 1-L(B) Lorimore Pass, Ridgewood Trail and Springwall Circle, The Meadows-Phase 1-L(C) Lorimore Pass, to become publicly maintained streets.  

Approved the proposal from Barkly Protects, Inc. for Internet Based End-Point Security Subscription Service for a three (3) year term, in an amount not to exceed $4,927.50.  
Tabled MA-04-2018, request for rezoning of 2.46+/- acres located on Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 068A of tax plat 15N15, from GC, General Commercial to GC, General Commercial with MXD, Mixed Use 
Overlay with staff stipulations. 
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COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY   Stormwater Program Update
Water pollution degrades surface waters making them unsafe for 
drinking, fishing, swimming, and other activities. As authorized by 
the Clean Water Act, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit program controls water pollution by 
regulating point sources that discharge pollutants into waters of 
the United States. Point sources are discrete conveyances such 
as pipes or man-made ditches. Individual homes that are connected to a municipal system, use a septic system, or do not 
have a surface discharge do not need an NPDES permit; however, industrial, municipal, and other facilities must obtain permits 
if their discharges go directly to surface waters. Since its introduction in 1972, the NPDES permit program is responsible for 
significant improvements to our Nation’s water quality.

Polluted stormwater runoff is commonly transported through Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s), from which it is 
often discharged untreated into local waterbodies. An MS4 is a conveyance or system of conveyances that is 1) owned by a state, 
city, town, village, or other public entity that discharges to waters of the U.S.; 2) designed or used to collect or convey stormwater 
(including storm drains, pipes, ditches, etc.); 3) not a combined sewer; and 4) not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works 
(sewage treatment plant). To prevent harmful pollutants from being washed or dumped into an MS4, operators must obtain a 
NPDES permit and develop a stormwater management program designed to reduce the contamination of stormwater runoff 
and prohibit illicit discharges. The City of Holly Springs, in compliance with its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit, completed a number of tasks during 2012 relevant to the permit and with the Stormwater Utility program.

Always seeking opportunities to further education and awareness of water quality, the City maintains an array of informational 
brochures targeting issues to reduce pollutants and improve the quality of water.  These brochures are made available at City Hall 
and at community events.  In addition, the City has participated with the Upper Etowah River Alliance in educational programs at 
local elementary, middle and high schools as well as at outdoor summer camps.  The City stormwater department also sponsors a 
booth at the City’s annual Autumn Fest where brochures and other informational sheets are made available for attendees to pick 
up.  Staff members are available for questions and kids’ activities relating to water quality and conservation take place as well.

The City also promotes public participation with two annual cleanup events, the Great American Cleanup and Rivers Alive.  Last 
year’s Rivers Alive event, a joint effort with Upper Etowah River Alliance, Cherokee County Water and Sewer, and the City of 
Woodstock, took place on October 14, 2017. The event had a total of 110 volunteers and removed 1.28 tons of litter from Little 
River. The 2018 Rivers Alive cleanup will be held on October 13th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Olde Rope Mill Park.  In 2018 
our Great American Cleanup had six volunteers and removed 950 pounds of trash and 150 pounds of recycling from Ash Street. 
Participation in these events qualifies residents for a reduction in the City’s stormwater fee.

Inspections for illicit discharges and general maintenance are an ongoing process.  Staff routinely checks for maintenance issues 
and respond to complaints for repairs and maintenance.  The issues identified ranged from clean out of leaves and other debris to 
repair of broken structures.  The City is preparing to upgrade and repair several structures to help alleviate water volume issues 
and improve old infrastructure. These upgrades will include replacing and repairing multiple catch basins, improving existing 
structures to reduce the reduce water velocity, and adding drainage structures to ensure public safety.

The City actively inspects all current construction activity for compliance with the soil, erosion, and sedimentation laws.  In 
addition, the staff receives training on an annual basis for not only inspecting construction sites, but also in maintaining its own 
properties to prevent any unnecessary discharges that would degrade water quality.  Staff conducts an annual assessment of 
its buildings and grounds and identifies areas for improvement. For more information about the City Stormwater Department, 
please visit the city website at www.hollyspringsga.us.

THE IMPACT OF ILLICIT DISCHARGES
Pollutants that enter our local waterways through the storm drain system affects water quality, makes swimming potentially 
unsafe, and destroys fish habitats. These pollutants can also be absorbed by fish, possibly making their consumption harmful.
Dumping anything, accidentally or purposely, into a gutter, ditch, or storm drain is illegal and violators can be issued civil 
penalties. These illegal actions are known as “illicit discharges.”

NEVER
X Dump grass clippings into a storm drain or nearby stream
X Wash your car on an impervious surface, such as your driveway
X Pour oil, gas or any other chemical in to a storm drain

ALWAYS
4 Use your grass clippings for fertilizer on your lawn, compost the clippings or dispose of them properly.
4 Wash your car on the grass or take it to a commercial car wash
4 Dispose of your oil properly at a waste collection facility or have your oil changed professionally.
4 Maintain your septic system, failing septic systems are considered illicit discharge
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City Hall | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

City Manager....................................................Rob Logan

City Clerk..........................................................Karen Norred

Accountant......................................................Denise Lamazares

Information Technology Technician.................Ron Carter

Accounting Specialist.......................................Becky Bruce

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538

Court Clerk.......................................................Whitney Dickens

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537

Police Chief......................................................Mike Carswell

Deputy Chief....................................................Tommy Keneley 

Code Enforcement Officer...............................Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533

Community Development Director..................Nancy Moon

Chief Building Official.......................................Gary Caviness

Main Street Director........................................Erin Honea
Stormwater Coordinator..................................Josh Rogers

Community Development Technician..............Sabrina Resendiz

Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

Public Works Manager......................................Dennis Randall

Visit us online at 
www.hollyspringsga.us  

for updates, calendar of special events  
and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 15th
November 19th
December 17th

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 11th
November 8th
December 13th

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 17th
November 14th
December 19th

MAIN STREET BOARD  
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 23rd
November 27th
December 18th

TREE COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 9th
November 13th
December 11th

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the
first Monday of each month.

City of Holly Springs Receives 

Distinguished Budget 
             Presentation Award
The City of Holly Springs is proud to announce that it has received the 
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award for its 2018 budget.  City Manager/Finance Director 
Robert H. Logan was presented with the award, along with a Certificate 
of Recognition for Budget Presentation. 

From GFOA, “The award represents a significant achievement by the entity.  
It reflects the commitment of the governing body and staff to meeting the 
highest principles of governmental budgeting.  In order to receive the budget 
award, the entity had to satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for effective 
budget presentation.  These guidelines are designed to assess how well an 
entity’s budget serves as a policy document, a financial plan, an operations 
guide, and a communications device.”  The City of Holly Springs’ 2018 budget 
received a rating of “proficient” in all four of the listed categories, and in the 
fourteen mandatory criteria within those categories.

The City also received this award for its 2010-2017 budgets. 
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Ward 1
Dave Konwick
Kyle Whitaker (Incumbent)

 The purpose of the Special Election being held is in accordance with the recent enactment of Senate Bill 17.

“Shall the governing authority of the City of Holly Springs be authorized to permit and regulate 
Sunday sales of distilled spirits or alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes by the drink from 
11:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.?” (  )  YES    (  )  NO 

CITY EARNS MAIN STREET ACCREDITATION FOR 2018 

The City of Holly Springs’ Main Street program has again been designated as an 
accredited Main Street America™ program for meeting rigorous performance 
standards set by the National Main Street Center during 2017. Each year, the 
National Main Street Center and its Coordinating Program partners announce the 
list of accredited Main Street America programs in recognition of their exemplary commitment to preservation-
based economic development and community revitalization through the Main Street Approach®.

During 2017, the City continued to make improvements to infrastructure in anticipation of the redevelopment 
of the Town Center area. Sidewalk and streetscape improvements funded by the Livable Centers Initiative and 
Community Development Block Grants were completed to improve pedestrian connectivity. Building rehabs 
gave small businesses a bump, the City welcomed over 11,000 guests to its community events, and in the Main 
Street District alone, 20 new jobs were created.

On August 20th, the City 
Council approved the 
proposed 2018 millage 
rate at 4.730 mills.  The 
millage rate adopted by 
City Council represents a 
reduction in the millage 
rate from the prior year.  
The Cherokee County 
Board of Commissioners 
adopted the fire district 
millage rate on July 24th 
at 3.269 mills.  The fire 
district millage rate 
adopted by the County 
also represents a 
reduction from the prior 
year. 

The Town Center Project continues to move forward, and the Main Street Board could not be more excited with 
its  progress. City Council approved the Town Center Road Network Concept Plan in April.  The plan calls for the 
construction of a roundabout east of Holly Springs Fire Station #8 on Hickory Road and the construction of the 
Palm Street Extension just north of Walnut Street to the roundabout on Hickory Road.  The concept plan also 
calls for the removal of the stop sign at the intersection of Palm Street and Hickory Road and the conversion of 
the northern terminus of Palm Street to a right-in/right-out intersection.  The engineering plans for the 
roadway improvements are scheduled for completion in early October.

Ward 2
Dee Phillips (Incumbent)

Ward 4
Karen J. Barnett (Incumbent) 
Kevin W. Moore

ELECTION 2018

The City of Holly Springs, Georgia, will be holding a Municipal Special Election in conjunction with the Municipal General 
Election along with Cherokee County, Georgia’s General Election to be held on November 6, 2018. The purpose of General 
Election is to fill the following seats: Council Ward 1, Council Ward 2 and Council Ward 4. All wards are city-at-large positions 
with geographic residency requirements. Below is a list of candidates:

MILLAGE RATE 
UPDATE
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WHAT’S INSIDE

Official Newsletter of the 
City of Holly Springs

The contractor for the Holly Springs Parkway Widening Project opened the travel lanes on the 
western side of the roadway on July 31st.  Rabbit Hill Road reopened on September 14th.  
Construction continues in the area as overhead utilities are relocated to make way for the travel 
lanes and culvert extension on the eastern side of the roadway.

Chief Tim Prather of the Cherokee County Fire & Emergency Services announced on September 5th that the Insurance Services Office (ISO) 
review conducted in early 2018 resulted in a reduction in the Public Protection Class from 3/3Y to 2/2Y.  As a result, Cherokee County Fire 
now ranks in the top 4% of fire departments nationwide.  This is an outstanding accomplishment for our community!

The City of Holly Springs hosted the Atlanta-Region Transit Link Authority (ATL) District 1 Mayoral Caucus on August 22nd.  District 1 consists 
of Cherokee County, western Forsyth County and northwest Fulton County.  Mayors representing Ball Ground, Canton, Milton, Mountain 
Park, Sandy Springs, Waleska and Woodstock joined us for the election of a mayoral representative from District 1.  We nominated Mayor 
Donnie Henriques from the City of Woodstock to represent us on the ATL Board.  See https://atltransit.ga.gov for more information.

The Holly Springs Tree Commission is in the planning stages for the City’s first Arbor Day Event.  The Tree Commission ordered seedlings from 
the Georgia Forestry Commission and has scheduled the event for February 15, 2019 at the Depot.  The Tree Commission will be giving away 
free Oak, Crepe Myrtle and Dogwood trees at the event.

The City Council approved the 2018 Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 10-Year Plan Update on August 20th.  The Update, entitled Envision Holly 
Springs, was prepared by TSW and included a significant amount of input from our residents and business owners over the course of the last 
year.  The Update identifies future projects in downtown Holly Springs and indicates projects eligible for grant funding through the Atlanta 
Regional Commission (ARC).  You may access the report on the City’s website at www.hollyspringsga.us/LCI10YearUpdate.

The Georgia Department of Transportation has given approval for the City of Holly Springs to issue the notice to proceed on the LCI 
Phase II Project in downtown Holly Springs.  This project will include sidewalks, curb and gutter, drainage improvements and intersection 
improvements at Holly Springs Parkway and Pine Crest Road.  The project extends from L.R. Tippens Education Center to Pine Crest Road 
along Holly Springs Parkway.

On October 20th, the City of Holly Springs and WellStar Health System will be hosting a reception and dedication ceremony at J.B. Owens 
Park on Hickory Road for a tree and plantings in memory of Michael D’Amico between the playground and walking track.  WellStar Health 
System is sponsoring this event in memory of Michael D’Amico who passed away in 2013.

  WE ARE HERE TO SERVE. 

City of Holly Springs
P.O. Box 990 
Holly Springs, GA 30142

Elected Officials
Mayor: Steve Miller

Councilwoman: Karen Barnett

Councilwoman: Dee Phillips

Councilman: Jeremy Smith

Councilman: Kyle Whitaker

Councilman: Michael Roy Zenchuk II

Contact us:
Our physical address:

City of Holly Springs

3237 Holly Springs Parkway

Holly Springs, GA 30115

City Hall: 770-345-5536

Community Development: 770-345-5533

Police Department: 770-345-5537

Police Tip Hot line: 770-704-0667

Municipal Court: 770-345-5538

Emergency: 911

We’re on the web!
www.hollyspringsga.us
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